
Tree Maintenance

Trees benefit everyone by:

Purifying the air we breathe
Reducing the effects of pollution
Increasing property values
Creating and enhancing wildlife habitats
Reducing heating and cooling costs on your home

How to keep your street tree healthy
The trees planted on your street were carefully chosen to provide shade, windbreaks and privacy; attract birds and wildlife;
and beautify your neighbourhood. Help keep your street trees healthy by following these tips:

Keep lawn mowers and string trimmers away from the tree trunks to avoid damaging the bark, which can eventually
kill a tree.
Leave wood chips and mulch at the base of the tree in place––they protect the tree from damage and reduce water
loss by allowing water and nutrients to enter the soil more easily.
Do not pile soil or grass clippings over mulch or woodchips.
Water the lawn or boulevard around your tree frequently (rather than soaking it less often) to encourage the tree's roots
to grow deep, protecting it from drought.
Maintain a healthy lawn and boulevard.

How much water does my tree need?
Newly planted trees:
A newly planted tree on clay soils (typically found in Oakville north of the QEW) with a diameter of six cm (2.4 inches) will
needabout 45 litres (10 gallons) of water every 10 to 14 days. Take the amount of rainfall and lawn irrigation schedules into
account when planning your watering schedule.

Trees on sandy soils need twice as much water as trees on clay soils, and should be watered every five to seven days. Apply
water slowly into a "berm" of mulch spread at the edge of the planting hole. Move the mulch berm out as the tree grows.

Mature trees:
Mature trees on clay soils need about seven litres (1.6 gallons) of water for every centimetre (0.4 inch) of tree diameter
(measured at breast height––1.3 metres (4.5 feet) above the ground).

For more information on how to care for your tree, please visit the Trees Are Good site.

Damaged or diseased trees
If you notice a municipal tree is damaged or diseased, please contact the Urban Forestry section at the number or email at the
bottom of the page.

Pruning
The Town of Oakville prunes trees on municipal properties only. If you notice large, newly planted trees that require attention
(eg. have broken stakes), please contact the Urban Forestry section at the number or email at the bottom of the page.

Agreement for Contractors to Perform Arboricultural Services on Town Property

If at the Owner's expense, an Owner wishes to have a contractor perform town-approved maintenance on a town-owned tree,
or tree planting adjacent to the Owner's property, such as pruning, planting, removal and the injection of TreeAzinTM the
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Owner is required to submit a completed "Agreement for Contractors to Perform Arboricultural Services on Town Property".
To learn more, download the Agreement (pdf, 91 kB).

Winter tree pruning
Oakville Hydro has hired the town's Urban Forestry section to conduct regularly scheduled tree maintenance to create the
necessary clearances between hydro wires and nearby trees. Visit the Oakville Hydro site to find out which neighbourhoods
will be affected, and to see examples of the types of trees that require pruning.

Woodlot maintenance
The loss of trees in urban woodlands is often unavoidable due to the impact of construction and changes in the environment.
Town forestry maintenance crews carry out the pruning and removal of trees in woodlands throughout the town. According to
practices endorsed by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) all limb and trunk wood is left on site within the wooded
area. This encourages the natural regeneration of the woodland by providing biomass material for regrowth and habitat for
woodland insects and animals. In leaving all material on site, we do not disturb or affect the sensitive woodland understory
(regeneration and native flora and fauna). The town also does a prescribed burn at Iroquois Shoreline Woods Park
to help seedling and vegetation regeneration.

Iroquois Shoreline Woods Prescribed Burn - 2012

Forestry staff from the Town of Oakville’s Parks and Open Space department conducted a prescribed burn at Iroquois
Shoreline Woods (ISW) Park on Thursday, March 22, 2012. Learn more about the prescribed burn at Iroquois Shoreline
Woods.

For more information contact:
forestry@oakville.ca
905-845-6601, ext. 3348
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